
Topic: Battle of Boldon and Castles 

Writing   

This term we will be looking at the story of Rumpelstiltskin. We will be 

looking at the pattern in the story and creating our own ending. Through our 

history topic of exploring events from the past, we will be creating a non-

chronological report based on a castle. Towards the end of term we will look 

at poetry and make our own acrostic poem.  

Reading  

Our first class story this term is ‘Rumpelstiltskin’ written by Brothers 

Grimm. In addition to our class story we will also be exploring many fact 

books, looking at their features and gaining new knowledge about castles and 

events from the past.  

  

Numeracy:  

To begin, children will be working on adding and subtracting their numbers to 

20 and using them to solve many problems, before moving on to place value to 

50. There will be opportunities for topic Maths learning, such as using 

different shapes to create weapons that were used in the Battle of Boldon. 

In the second half of the term we will be looking at different types of 

measurement to include weight, capacity and volume. We will link this to our 

topic by measuring different weapons we have made and weighing straw and 

jewels, linking it to our class text of Rumpelstiltskin.  

 

Science:    

As our overarching topic is the Battle of Boldon Hill and Castles we will be 

looking at materials that were used to create castles and how they compare 

to the materials we have in the present day. We will explore our own school 

grounds on a material hunt, identifying the properties for materials. At the 

end of our topic we will carry out our own experiment, exploring what 

material would be best to make a castle. Once the castles are made they will 

be put to the test by seeing if they can stand the force of a pretend 

cannonball!  

 

 

History  

In history we will be studying the different events within the Battle of 

Boldon and look at the features of a castle. We will be looking at the main 

events within the Battle of Boldon and put them in time order. After 

sequencing these events we will explore the life of King Charles 1st and make 

a fact sheet based on his life.  Later, we will look at castles and their 

features, labelling them and discussing the purpose of them. We will finish 

the unit by comparing a castle from the past and present, 

Art/Design and Technology: 

Children will use a wide range of materials to make weapons from the past. 

They will create a portrait of King Charles 1st using sketching techniques.  

A class display will be made of a castle using printing techniques with 

sponges, fruits and vegetables.  

P.E.   

The children will have the opportunity to take part in gymnastics and dance.  

The children will be building their basic skills to plan sequences of movement 

with control and agility.  They will also have the opportunity to take part in a 

trampolining and mini athletics event at Farringdon Academy senior school 

during Spring term.  

R.E: 

The children will be exploring the Easter story and why Good Friday and 

Easter Day is important to Christians.  

Music:    

Children will be listening to and exploring music from a range of historical 

periods. They will be responding to different moods in music and listen to a 

range of live and recorded music.  

ICT:  

Children will be using cameras to take pictures of different materials in 

their school environment. They will also be composing a class email to the 

princess from our class text.  

 P.S.H.E:   

Children will follow the friends programme, learning about being brave, 

sharing similarities and differences, learning social skills through games and 

understanding how to maintain a healthy lifestyle.  



 

 

Homework: 

Homework will be given out on a Friday and will include times tables, spellings 

and a reading books for pleasure. Books must be returned on a Monday, 

homework is to be handed in on a Wednesday. We will be announcing our class 

project this term, which will connect with castles.  

 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

PE will be on a Wednesday afternoon (Miss Slater) and Thursday (Mrs Wilds) 

for this half term, coaching will be gymnastics and dance. Children will be 

expected to have their full school PE kits (red shorts, white t shirt, grey 

or black, plain sweat-pants, training shoes). It is advised that PE kits come 

in on a Monday and are left for the duration of the week as other 

opportunities for sport may arise. 

 

Children should have their own water bottle, clearly labelled with their name.  

Water bottles are available to purchase from the office at £1.50 each. 

 

Children will be able to purchase a snack from our healthy Tuck Shop for 30p 

each.  They will only be permitted to buy one snack each day. 

 

The school day ends at 3:10pm. If you are running late or need extra 

childcare we have the afterschool club available, which is £4 for the first 

hour. Please speak to a member of staff who will happily assist you. 
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Teachers 

Mrs Wilds, Miss Slater and Mrs Sanderson  

 

Teaching Assistants 

Mrs Charlton, Mrs Simpson and Mrs Marley  



 


