
Topic: ‘Alice in Sunderland’ 

Literacy 

The children will be planning and writing their own stories with a fantasy 

setting using the story of ‘Alice in Wonderland’ as a stimulus. 

We will be researching the author Lewis Carroll and reading the book as our 

class novel followed by ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ by Jonathon Swift. 

We will be writing persuasive letters to encourage visitors to come to 

Sunderland as well as creating a fact file about the city. 

We will have weekly spellings to use in our writing and to learn at home as 

well as our home /school reading journal to continue. 

Maths 

This term the children will be looking at place value, decimals and fractions. 

We will continue to develop children’s speed and accuracy with mental 

calculations, including recalling times tables (7, 9, 11, 12). We will extend 

children’s written methods for all four operations including real life word 

problems.  

To be able recognise and compare acute, right and obtuse angles; draw lines 

of a given length; identify perpendicular and parallel lines; recognise and 

draw line symmetry in shapes;  To sort and draw 2D shapes according to 

their properties and explain reasoning and to draw the other half of 

symmetrical shapes. 
 

Science  

Our Science topic is ‘Sound, Light and Electricity’. 

The children will explore and identify the way sound is made through 

vibration in a range of different musical instruments from around the world; 

and find out how the pitch and volume of sounds can be changed in a variety 

of ways. They will make earmuffs from a variety of different materials to 

investigate which provides the best insulation against sound. The children will 

be  identifying common appliances that run on electricity then learn how to 

construct a simple series electrical circuit, designing a circuit and lighting a 

model lighthouse in small groups  as well as identifying and naming its basic 

parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers. 

 

PE: 

The children will be taking part in basketball coaching sessions followed by 

football sessions as part of their P.E lessons this term.  

 

Geography: 

We will be looking at water in relation to the River Wear from source to 

mouth and studying its impact on the industrial developments throughout 

the life of the river. 

The children will be able to obtain information from maps and an atlas and to 

make maps and plans. They will know about world weather patterns and about 

physical and human features of Sunderland around the Wear. They will be 

able to  use secondary sources to investigate where Sunderland’s water 

supply originates-Following the  river from source to mouth using maps and 

visits. 

 

Music: 

They will make and play their own instruments by using what they have found 

out about pitch and volume in our Science topic. 

The children will be creating and developing their own musical ideas to write 

and perform their own folk songs about Sunderland. 
 

Computing: 

The children will be learning how to create a website about the City of 

Sunderland learning to evaluate and improve as a vital part of a design 

process and how ICT allows changes to be made quickly and efficiently. 

They will work together to research and create posters and information 

writing on Lewis Carroll They will use ICT to create a simple website based 

on local history using their own research/ non- chronological report using 

photographs taken throughout visits and experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Art/DT 

Children will be using the topic as a starting point to create a collage of the 

different aspects of the city of Sunderland. They will be designing, making 

and evaluating their own pottery work. 

MFL- French 

Around my school and travels. 

 

R.E. 

We will be visiting and comparing the buildings of St Peter’s Church in 

Monkwearmouth and Holy Rosary Church as we find out about Christian 

worship and buildings.  

We will be reading from the New Testament about the events leading up to 

Easter during Lent and finding out about its significance for Christians. 

Reminders 

 Please ensure all children have a suitable, labelled PE kit to be brought 

into school on a Monday and taken home again on a Friday as our PE days 

are subject to change. 

 Water bottles are available to purchase from the office at £1.50 each. 

 Children will be able to purchase a snack from our healthy Tuck Shop for 

30p each day. They will only be permitted to buy one snack each day. 

Homework 

 The children will create a project of their own choice to correspond with 

our class topic- details to follow! 

 Spellings/tables and a homework weekly task will be given out each Friday 

for the children to work on over the week, for spellings/tables tests on 

the following Friday.   

 Please ensure your child reads each night and returns his/her signed 

journal daily; this is an important part of our home/school learning and 

the children are given points each day that their journal comes into 

school. 
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