
Topic: Japan: Land of the Rising Sun  

 

Literacy: We will be exploring Japan through our class text of Traditional 

Japanese Stories.   From this text we will create our own narratives linked 

to our topic.   Our Topic provides exciting opportunities for us to write 

information texts about Japan and explanation texts about Volcanoes.  We 

will be also using iconic Japanese Art to create our own poems and 

compositions. 

 

Numeracy: Our learning focus on understanding Shape, fractions and time. 

We will be identifying, describing and sorting 2d and 3d shapes before 

moving on to fractions where we will be learning how to divide a shape 

equally into parts of a whole. Our topic will provide opportunities to explore 

time; telling the time and comparing time zones through problem solving and 

investigation. 

 

Science: The children will learn about the different types of animals that 

live in Japan. We will explore their habitats and compare and contrast the 

different animals and their habitats within different environments of 

Japan. 

 

History: We will be learning all about the famous Samurai. We will begin by 

creating a timeline of the 10 most famous Samurai in Japan and then select 

Our favourites to explore more in depth; exploring the life of a Samurai; 

traditions and military career. 

 

Geography: We will be exploring the country of Japan; its location in the 

world and what it is like to lie there.  We will be investigating the impact of 

natural disasters such as tsunamis and earthquakes and exploring the 

Pacific Ring of Fire to understand more about Volcanoes. 

Art/Design and Technology: We will be recreating our own versions of 

famous Japanese paintings using water colours and collage as well as 

designing our own Samurai helmets and Japanese bridges.  We will practise 

the Japanese art of Origami making our own animal faces and birds. 

 

P.E. Within P.E this term we will look at Performing Arts as a whole class, 

working as a class we will we will create our own forms of Japanese dance; 

following the cultural traditions and music.  

 

R.E: This term we will explore Religious festivals in Japan and the traditions 

of Buddhism Shinto and Buddhism.  We will the compare the traditions and 

festivals of Japan to those celebrated within Christianity. 

 

Music: This term we will be composing our own pieces using stimulus like 

paintings and short videos to explore the elements of a composition and we 

will be learning how to play bridge rhythms using Taiko drums. 

 

ICT: Japanese animation: using scratch to program own Japanese 

characters; using Pokémon as a stimulus.  We will also be having time to use 

I-pads and exploring various games to improve are skills within various 

subjects. We will continue to develop accuracy and typing speed along with 

how to follow a simple search to find specific information.  

 

P.S.H.E: Friends 

We will be continuing to complete our friends program where we explore 

feeling, emotions and friendships.  We are developing skills to identify and 

manage feelings independently and how to manage friendships.   We will 

develop skills that help us become strong, confident and resilient.  

 



Homework:  

 

Home Reading books and journals are given out on Friday to be returned 

Monday. Please ensure that your child’s book is returned every week so 

change it the following week. Lost journals and books will need to be replaced 

by parents/carers at a cost of £3 per book and £1 per journal.  

Spellings will be given out each Monday for the children to learn for a test on 

Friday. We are grateful for any time you can spend helping your child learn 

their spelling words. Other homework will be given on a Friday to be returned 

on a Monday. Please ensure you child completes and returns this homework 

promptly to help their learning.  

 

Reminders:  

 

PE will be on a Tuesday. Children will be expected to have their full school PE 

kits in school (Including sensible footwear for outdoor sports). It is advised 

that PE kits come in on Monday and are left for the duration of the week as 

other opportunities for sport may arise.  

Children will need a water bottle, clearly labelled with their name. Refillable 

Water bottles are available to purchase from the office at £1.50p each. 

Children will be able to purchase a snack from our healthy Tuck Shop for 30p 

daily. They will only be permitted to buy one snack each day.  

There is also the opportunity to make use of the after school club if late 

pick-ups are required and along with early morning drop off. Please contact 

the Office for further details  

 

Don’t Forget:  

 

We are always here to talk about anything you may be concerned about. 

Please don’t hesitate to come and speak with us.  
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