
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                      Friday 30th November 2018. 

 
RE: Use of the Internet. 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We have become aware of, and have been dealing with, a small number of unpleasant incidents 
which have happened outside of school involving children’s use of the internet. This is having a huge 
impact on friendship groups and relationships between children and can be extremely upsetting. It 
also affects children’s learning time when incidents need to be discussed and resolved.  
 
Two issues have been brought to our attention. Firstly, some children have been accessing Xbox Live 
and WhatsApp, and saying or messaging unpleasant things to each other. Secondly, some children 
have been using apps such as Instagram and Tik Tok to upload pictures or videos of themselves with 
their settings open to the public.  
 
We are very concerned that some children, by accessing these sites, are at real risk of being reported 
for their abusive behaviour or are putting themselves in a very dangerous and vulnerable position. 
 
As a school we take cyberbullying very seriously and deal with any incidents quickly and effectively. 
We do however need your support, and would be grateful if would help us in our endeavour to keep 
all of our children safe. 
 
We would be grateful if you could: 
 

1. take the time to review your child’s use of their phones or computers and consider if the sites 
they are accessing are appropriate,  

2. ensure you know the passwords to access your child’s accounts so you can, at the very least, 
monitor their use of the internet, contacts and friends, 

3. remove your child from any online group or activity if you feel there is an issue and report this 
if necessary, 

4. review the use of Instagram and Facebook, as legally, children under the age of 13 should not 
have an account, and, 

5. be aware that children aged 10 or above can be cautioned for any offences linked to 
inappropriate use of the internet. 

 
We will continue to work with our children in assemblies and the classroom regarding being safe while 
using the Internet, as we have already done so this term. We are planning another parent information 
session in the spring term. The Community Police will also be coming into school to speak to the 
children about safe use of the internet and the consequences misuse can have.  
 
Some very useful and informative websites to help you in keeping your children safe are: 
www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers   
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  
 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 
 
We will notify you of any particular issues which arise in future regarding a specific app, so you are 
well informed to check your child’s device. 
 
We very much appreciate your support in this matter in helping to keep all of our children safe. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
CMcDermott 

 
Mrs C McDermott 
Head teacher. 
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