
Topic: Darwin’s Discoveries  
Writing 
We will be developing our writing in both fiction and nonfiction. This will include 
a narrative and a recount supported by reading and exploring texts such as 
‘Darwin: Glimpses into his private journal‘ by Alice McGinty and ‘The voyage of 
the beetle’ by Anne Weaver.   
We will explore different ways of starting and forming sentences and study how 
to use a variety of figurative language within story writing. We will also write a 
descriptive piece of writing focusing on characters and settings which will be 
included in our stories.  
 
Reading 
As our class texts we will be reading, ‘Darwin: Glimpses into his private journal‘ 
by Alice McGinty and ‘The voyage of the beetle’ by Anne Weaver,  which will be 
the basis of our continuing topic. In addition to this, the children will have whole-
class guided reading sessions which will focus on specific reading skills. They will 
also have opportunities to choose books to bring home to read or share with 
you.  
 
Numeracy:  
This term we will be focusing on the four operations and place value of numbers 
up to one million, including decimals. Initially we will be looking at the value of 
each digit within a number and writing numbers as words. After that we will 
move on to using these numbers within addition and subtraction problems.   
Finally, we will be learning written methods of multiplication and division.  
 
Science:    
Building on their current knowledge, we will find out more about how living 
things on earth have changed over time. We will investigate the idea that 
characteristics are passed from parents to their offspring and appreciate that 
variation in offspring over time can make animals more or less able to survive in 
particular environments. We will also use classification systems and keys to 
group animals based on their observable characteristics.  
 
 

Geography 
Children will study the names and locations of key places around the world 
including: oceans, continents, countries and cities. We will also look at 
geographical features of these places such as mountain ranges and rivers.  
 
Art/Design and Technology: 
In Art we will create still life drawings which include shadows and reflections. 
We will also use shading and different grades of pencils to add interesting 
effects to our art work. We will take inspiration from British still life artists and 
produce our work in their styles.   
 
P.E.   
Within P.E this half term we will be focusing on athletics skills in sessions led by 
a coach as well as swimming sessions. 
 
R.E:  
We will use drama, role-play and written word to re-tell and explore ideas from  
different religions about creation and compare this to the ideas of Darwin.  
 
Music:    
We will be exploring a range of music and discover how popular music has 
changed over time. Within singing lessons we will develop our ability to sing in 
rounds and in simple harmony. We will also study periods of music and compos 
our own music in one of these styles.   
 
ICT:  
We will be studying spreadsheets and databases. We will create our own 
spreadsheet using Microsoft Excel which will include basic formulae.  
  
P.S.H.E and British Values  
To develop an understanding of people’s rights and how laws and rules are 
important in society.   

 
 
 



Homework: 
Spellings will be given out each Friday for the children to learn over the week for 
a test on Monday. We are grateful for any time you can spend helping your child 
learn their spelling words. 
Maths and Literacy homework will be given on Friday to be returned no later 
than the following Wednesday.  
 
Reminders: 
PE will be on Monday afternoon, Children will be expected to have their full 
school PE kits (red shorts, white t shirt, grey or black, plain sweat-pants, 
training shoes). It is advised that PE kits come in on a Monday and are left for 
the duration of the week as other opportunities for sport may arise. 
Swimming classes are held on Monday afternoons however the sessions are 
shared across upper KS2 so children will be informed which weeks they will 
attend.  
Children will need a water bottle, clearly labelled with their name.  Water bottles 
are available to purchase from the office at 50p each. 
Children will be able to purchase a snack from our healthy Tuck Shop for 30p 
each.  They will only be permitted to buy one snack each day. 
 
School doors will open at 8.40 and close at 8.50 ready for the start of the day. 
Messages for teachers can be given to the adult at the door. 
 
The school day ends at 3:15pm. If you are running late or need extra childcare 
we have the afterschool club available, which is £4 for the first hour. Please 
speak to a member of staff who will happily assist you. 
 
Don’t Forget: 
We are always here to talk about anything you may be concerned about.  Please 
don’t hesitate to come and speak with us.  
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