
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested age appropriate Texts: 

• Darwin: Glimpses into his private journal and letters by Alice McGinty 
• The Voyage of the Beetle by Anne Weaver 

 

 

Subjects Main Subject Driver:  Science 

English Narrative; Recount  

Geography Name and locate the key topographical 
features 

Science 1 Evolution and Inheritance 

Science 2 Living things and their habitats 

Art and Design Drawing 

Computing Using Data 

Music  You’ve got a friend (Charangha) 

PE Adventure team challenge 

RE Christianity (See separate Sunderland 
agreed syllabus) 

MFL News (See separate online Lightbulb 
syllabus) 

Topic:  Darwin’s Delight 
Year 6 – Summer 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography- Name and locate the key topographical features and 
understand how these features have changed over time. 

  
• On a world map locate the main countries in Africa, Asia and Australasia/Oceania. Identify their 

main environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, and major cities. 
• Children to be able to identify main capital cities/oceans etc. 
• Understand the significance of Latitude and longitude ; Use maps to identify longitude and 

latitude. 
• Use 6 figure grid references to identify countries and cities in the world, the main mountain 

ranges and the longest rivers. 
• Understand how these features may have changed over time. 
• Select the most appropriate map for different purposes e.g atlas to find a country, Google Earth 

to find a village. 
• Explain the climates of given countries in the world and relate this to knowledge of the 

hemispheres, the Equator and the Tropics. 
• Locate the major cities of the world and draw conclusions as to their similarities and differences. 

 

Science – Evolution and Inheritance 

Building on what they learned about fossils in the topic on rocks in year 3, pupils should find out 
more about how living things on earth have changed over time. They should be introduced to the 
idea that characteristics are passed from parents to their offspring, for instance by considering 
different breeds of dogs, and what happens when, for example, labradors are crossed with poodles. 
They should also appreciate that variation in offspring over time can make animals more or less able 
to survive in particular environments, for example, by exploring how giraffes’ necks got longer, or 
the development of insulating fur on the arctic fox. Pupils might find out about the work of 
palaeontologists such as Mary Anning and about how Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace developed 
their ideas on evolution.  

• recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about 
living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago 

• recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and 
are not identical to their parents 

• identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to evolution. 
 

Pupils might work scientifically by: observing and raising questions; They might analyse the 
advantages and disadvantages of specific adaptations; planning different types of scientific 
enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary  

• taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and 
precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science – Living things and their Habitats 

Pupils should build on their learning about grouping living things in year 4 by looking at the 
classification system in more detail. They should be introduced to the idea that broad groupings, 
such as micro-organisms, plants and animals can be subdivided. Through direct observations where 
possible, they should classify animals into commonly found invertebrates (such as insects, spiders, 
snails, worms) and vertebrates (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals). They should discuss 
reasons why living things are placed in one group and not another.  
Pupils might find out about the significance of the work of scientists such as Carl Linnaeus, a pioneer 
of classification.  

• To describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable 
characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including micro-organisms, plants and 
animals  

• To give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics. 
 
Pupils might work scientifically by: using classification systems and keys to identify some animals 
and plants in the immediate environment. They could research unfamiliar animals and plants from a 
broad range of other habitats and decide where they belong in the classification system.  
 

• planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and 
controlling variables where necessary  

• taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and 
precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate  

• recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs  

• using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests  
• reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and 

explanations of and degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as displays and 
other presentations  

• identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments.  
 

• taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and 
precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate  

• recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs  

• using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests  
• reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships 

and explanations of and degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as displays 
and other presentations  

identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 
overview 

 

Music Curriculum will be supplemented by the Charangha Music scheme 

 

 • Sing songs in tune 
• Breathe well and pronounce words, change pitch and show control of singing 
• Perform songs with an awareness of the meaning of the words 
• Hold their part in a round 
• Be able to play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts. 
• Perform songs in a way that reflects their meaning and the occasion. 
• I can sustain a drone or melodic ostinato to accompany singing. 
• I can play an accompaniment on an instrument (e.g. glockenspiel, bass drum or cymbal) 
• I can improvise within a group.  
• I sing or play from memory with confidence 

 • Know how to make creative use of the way sounds can be changed, organised and controlled 
(including ICT) 

• Create own songs 
• Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and duration. 
• Create music which reflects given intensions and uses notations as a support for 

performance.  
• Identify where to place emphasis and accents in a song to create effects. 

 

 • Use a range of words to describe music (e.g. pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture and silence) 

• Describe own music using musical words and use this to identify strengths and weaknesses 
in own music. 

 

 • Combine sounds expressively 
• Create songs with an understanding of the relationship between lyrics and melody. 
• Know and use the standard notation of crotchet, minim and semibreve and indicate how 

many beats to play. 
• Read the musical stave and work out the notes EGBDF and FACE. 
• Be able to draw a treble clef at the correct position on the stave. 
• Use the venue and sense of occasion to create performances that are well appreciated by 

the audience. 
• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great composers and musicians. 
• Develop and understand the history of music. 

 

Music 



  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create and 
communica
te 

• To create sketch books to record our observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas. 

Using 
technique 
to create 
effect 

• To select the most suitable drawing materials for the type of drawing I want to 
produce. 

• To use shading to add interesting effects to my drawings, using different grades 
of pencil. 

• To explain the ideas behind my images in my art sketchbook. 
• To use a variety of different shaped lines to indicate movement in my drawings. 
• To use shading to show shadows  
• To select appropriate drawing materials. 
• To know when different materials can be combined and use this to good effect. 
• To am developing my own style of drawing. 
• To choose appropriate techniques to convey the meaning of my work. 
• My drawings communicate movement. 
• My drawings of still life include shadows and reflections. 
• My work includes historical studies of technical drawings, such as ancient 

architecture. 
•  

Appreciate 
artists who 
inspire and 
influence 
us 

• About great artists, architects and designers. 

Computing – Using Data 

 • Continue to use, query and create their own databases as appropriate, linking into work across 
the curriculum 

• Understand what a spreadsheet is and the basic features of a spreadsheet and how these may 
be used in real life applications. 

• Linked into a theme, or real life application, create a spreadsheet, enter basic formulae (simple 
calculations and SUM) and change data in a spreadsheet to model situations and answer ‘What 
if…’ questions. 

Art & Design – Drawing 



 

 

Adventurous Activity Team challenges 

• To select and combine my skills, techniques and ideas. 
• To apply my skills, techniques and ideas accurately, appropriately and consistently.   
• To show precision, control and fluency.   
• To analyse and comment on skills and techniques and how they are applied to own 

and others work.   
• To modify and refine skills and techniques to improve own performance.   
• To explain how different parts of the body react during different types of 

exercise.   
• To warm up and cool down in ways that suit the activity. 
• To describe why regular, safe exercise is good for fitness and health.   
• To be careful and confident in unfamiliar environments.   
• To use senses to assess risks and adapt my plans accordingly, putting safety first.   
• To plan with others, seeking advice.   
 
 

PE 


