
Topic: Rivers:  South America 

 

Literacy 

This half term we will be focusing our literacy learning around the novel ‘Amy 

Wild’ by Helen Skelton. We will be writing our own narrative based on Helen 

Skelton’s writing style and will be including chapters. We will then be analysing a 

persuasive text persuading readers to go to the Amazon river, and will adapt it to 

make our own.  
 

Maths 

This half term, we will be studying addition, subtraction and estimation using 

rounding to check our answers.  We will use more formal division with increasing 

challenges and real world problems.  We will also focus on Roman Numerals and 

negative numbers.  In Geometry, we will look at properties of shapes, and use our 

knowledge to develop our understanding of area and perimeter and units of 

measurement. 

  

Art 

In Art, children will be experimenting with nets of shapes. With these 3D 

shapes, children will be creating abstract forms. This will eventually lead to a 3D 

shape animal from the Amazon. Children will be looking at animals and sketching 

them initially.  

 

Music: 

Children will be using the music website Charanga to learn a new song ‘Make you 

Feel my Love’. They will be learning about pitch and tone as well as singing from 

memory. Children will also be learning a new rap about the Water Cycle, along 

with a dance.  

 

 

 

Science  

Our science learning will be covering animals and their habitats this half term. 

Children will learn about the amazon rainforest in South America exploring 

different plants and animals compared to humans. We will also be exploring 

animal life cycles, animal groups and classifications and hope to grow our own 

butterflies! 

PE: 

The children will be working with a coach to develop their football skills. 

Children will develop skills involving team work, precision and strategy. In 

teacher led sessions, children will be looking at dance. Children will work towards 

creating a South American dance in reference to their ancient tribes.  

 

ICT: 

The children will be using ICT to create datasets and to use this data to create 

bar charts, pictograms and pie-charts to display their findings.  They will 

develop recording and uploading skills linked to Microsoft Excel and Powerpoint.  

 

RE: 

To Children will be studying The Bible and Christianity this half term. We will be 

reading various stories from The Bible including the creation story. 

 

PSHE:  

As part of our friends programme, we will be studying how to stay safe online. 

 

Geography 

The children will be learning stages within the water cycle. We will also be 

studying how water can change the landscape of areas over time. Due to our 

topic ‘South America’ we will be looking at a range of landscapes across South 

America including the Amazon rainforest. We will also be looking at and will be 

building rivers. We will compare the Amazon to our own rivers in the UK  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminders 

 Please ensure all children have a suitable PE kit to be left at school at all 

times, for the entire half term.  We occasionally are able to schedule 

additional P.E. sessions to enhance the curriculum. 

 Children will need a water bottle, clearly labelled with their name.  Water 

bottles are available to purchase from the office at £1.50 each. 

 The school day ends at 3:15pm if you are running late or need extra childcare 

we have the afterschool club available, which is £4 for the first hour. Please 

speak to a member of staff who will happily assist you. 

 

Homework 

 Spellings will be given out on Mondays for the children to learn during the 

course of the week in readiness for a spelling test on a Friday. Other 

homework will be given out each Friday for the children to complete and 

return by the following Wednesday.  We are grateful for any time you can 

spend helping your child learn their spelling words and practise their times 

tables. 

 Please encourage your child to use Time Table Rockstars of which we are now 

a member. Children have their own log ins already.  

 Please listen to your child read as part of homework and sign journals each 

week  

 

Don’t forget! 

 We are always here to talk about anything you may be concerned about or to 

hear good news about your child.  Please don’t hesitate to come and speak 

with us. 
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