
7 a-side School Champions 
Thursday night saw us travel to Hill View school to compete in the 7 a side schools finals, 

where the winning team would be crowned the best 7 aside primary school team in 

Sunderland. The winners and runners up from each of the 4 division were the teams 

competing so we knew we had to be at our best to have any chance. 

 

Farringdon Vs Bernard Gilpin 

Game 1 was against a team that had beaten us earlier in the season to knock us out of the 

County Cup. However the boys started well and attacked with purpose from minute 1. With 

only 10 minute matches we knew games could be won and lost with a single goal. Roman 

Murphy saw a thunderous free kick headed off the line and Bewick, Stewart, Beck and 

Gage caused problems in midfield. Stewart and Monarch along with Townsend in goal 

thwarted the Gilpin attack. We were very unlucky to draw the match. 

Farringdon 0-0 Bernard Gilpin  

MOM – Logan Robinson 

 

Farringdon Vs Seaburn Dene 

Game 2 was against a strong Seaburn Dene side that won their first game comfortably. 

Monarch was superb at the back and allowed Avery to start dominating in midfield. Our 

attacking play was good, but we just couldn’t find the net with Murphy, Bewick and Beck 

going close. Another clean sheet and we were playing some excellent stuff despite scoring 

ourselves. 

Farringdon 0-0 Seaburn Dene 

MOM – Harry Monarch 

 

Farringdon Vs Grangetown 

The last game in the group was against St John Boscos and with other results going against 

us only a win would take us through. I knew we’d played some fantastic stuff in the previous 

matches and that continued. We grabbed an early goal through a smart finish from Stewart 

followed up by the customary goal by Bewick. Not wanting to miss out Murphy slotted 

home before Beck came off the bench to grab a fourth. The rout was complete when 

Stewart grabbed his second of the game and our 5th. The result meant we also grabbed our 

3rd clean sheet in a row and our goal difference also saw us progress as group winners. 

Farringdon 5-0 St John Boscos 

MOM – Toby Stewart 

 

Continued on next page…… 

 



Farringdon Vs Grangetown 

The semi-final match was against the extremely strong and competitive Grangetown. Rallied up by  a 

team talk from manager Hodgson the boys came out flying. They were first to every tackle, they 

flung their heads in where it hurt and put their body on the line for the team. In truth we dominated 

the game but without scoring that vital goal anything could happen. All the players worked their 

socks of and with a minute and a half to go, some superb attacking play from Murphy saw him shrug 

off 2 Grangetown defender and slide the ball across the box for the onrushing Bewick who calmly 

slotted past the keeper and sent us into the finals. 

Farringdon 1-0 Grangetown 

MOM – Roman Murphy 

 

Farringdon Vs Hill View 

The final of the 7 a-side schools cup was against Hill View. It was inevitable that we would face Hill 

View, a team that pipped us to the League title and a team we have faced twice previously this 

season. This Hill View team had also won 4 out of 4 cup competitions so we knew just how much 

quality they possessed. I could see we were tiring but the adrenaline and momentum allowed us to 

produce yet another fantastic team display. The game was on a knife edge as both teams threw 

everything at it. We attacked, they attacked, we defended, they defended, and there was a fantastic 

central midfield battling going on between Avery and the Hill View midfielder who has been touted 

to do great things. It was 0-0 with less than a minute to go when a long ball fell to the Hill View 

striker and just as he nicked it past the onrushing Townsend he bundled him over giving Hill View a 

spot kick. Townsend was visible upset but encouragement from both the management and the 

referee spurred him on and after picking himself up pulled off a wonderful diving save to send the 

match to penalties. The boys were exhausted and drained but 3 confident penalty tackers in Ian 

Gage, James Beck and Roman Murphy raised their hands to take a spot kick.  

Penalty 1 (Hill View) - Hill View score 

Penalty 1 (Farringdon) Ian Gage slotted home to make it 1-1 

Penalty 2 (Hill View) Charlie Townsend stood firm to save their second 

Penalty 2 (Farringdon) James Beck lashed home our second to make it 2-1 

Penalty 3 (Hill View) Charlie Townsend dove right and saved to end the match 2-1 and make us 

champions 

 

The boys were crowned Sunderland Primary Schools 7 a-side champions making them the best team 

in Sunderland. It’s a monumental achievement which has never been accomplished by a Farringdon 

team. The boys should be extremely proud of what they achieved this season. 

 

‘We are the champions’ 
 

 


