
 

 

Year 1: Geography Knowledge Mat – 

Making Maps 



Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Map Symbol A small picture on a map to tell you about something e.g. schools and churches. 

Physical 

Features 
Features that are created by natural forces e.g. mountain, valleys, ridges, hills, rivers. 

Human 

Features 
Features that are created by human beings e.g. roads, bridges, dams, reservoirs, factories, houses. 

Fieldwork Practical work conducted by a researcher in the natural environment, rather than in a laboratory or office. 

Beach The part of the shore of an ocean, sea, large river, lake, etc., washed by the tide or waves. 

Cliff A steep rock face, especially at the edge of the sea. 

Coast The part of the land adjoining or near the sea. 

Forest A large area covered chiefly with trees and undergrowth. 

Hill A naturally raised area of land, not as high or craggy as a mountain. 

Mountain A large natural elevation of the earth's surface rising abruptly from the surrounding level; a large steep hill. 

Sea The expanse of salt water that covers most of the earth's surface and surrounds its land masses. 

Ocean A very large expanse of sea, in particular each of the main areas into which the sea is divided geographically. 

River A large natural stream of water flowing in a channel to the sea, a lake, or another river. 

Soil 

The upper layer of earth in which plants grow, a black or dark brown material typically consisting of a mixture of organic remains, clay, and rock 

particles. 

Valley A low area of land between hills or mountains, typically with a river or stream flowing through it. 

Vegetation Plants considered collectively, especially those found in a particular area or habitat. 

Season 

Each of the four divisions of the year (spring, summer, autumn, and winter) marked by particular weather patterns and daylight hours, resulting from 

the earth's changing position with regard to the sun. 



 

 

Weather The condition of the atmosphere in one area at a particular time, for example if it is raining, hot, or windy.  

City A town that has a cathedral. 

Town 

A place where people live and work, containing many houses, shops, places of work, places of entertainment, etc. Usually larger than a village but 

smaller than a city. 

Village A group of houses and other buildings that is smaller than a town, usually in the countryside. 

Factory A building or group of buildings where goods are manufactured or assembled chiefly by machine. 

Farm An area of land and its buildings, used for growing crops and rearing animals. 

House A building for human habitation, especially one that consists of a ground floor and one or more upper storeys. 

Office A room, set of rooms, or building used as a place for commercial, professional, or bureaucratic work. 

Port A town or city with a harbour or access to navigable water where ships load or unload. 

Harbour A place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter, especially one protected from rough water by piers, jetties, and other artificial structures. 

shop a building or part of a building where goods or services are sold. 


