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September 2020 School arrangements 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
We have been working hard to welcome all children back for school opening tomorrow. We understand that 
some parents and children may be anxious about returning to school, while others can’t wait to get back! 
We hope this information helps to answer any questions that you may have. 
 
Return to school Thursday 3rd September 

 All children will return to school on this date. In order to support the wellbeing of our children we 
have decided to enable them to return to their previous year group with their previous teacher and 
support staff for the first two weeks of the term.  

 You will all have received a letter in your child’s end of term report explaining start and finish times, 
and drop off and collection points. Please see our website under the heading “classes,” if you did 
not receive this, or need a reminder. 

 The children will complete a transition visit on Friday 11th September and start their new year group 
on Monday 14th September.  

 
 
Start and End of School Day Procedures 

 So we can continue to reduce the number of people on site we continue to ask that children are 
dropped off and collected by ONE adult to reduce the number of parents on site.  

 Once on site, we ask that parents continue to use the queuing system. Staff will receive the children 
at the door and parents will follow the one-way system marked out around school to leave the 
school premises.  

 Entry to school premises is via the Key Stage 1 gate. There will be signage and staff available to 
help point everyone in the right direction. 

 We please ask parents not to congregate on the premises for longer than is absolutely necessary. 
Please also ensure all children are waiting with their adult and not playing together in groups.   

 Please make sure that you are on time. 

 We have staggered drop off and pick up times slightly, but not so much as to inconvenience 
anyone.  

 Any older children who are able to walk home themselves will be asked to wait until all collected 
children have left. 

 
 
Lessons 

 

 Children will learn in their classroom at their table facing the front of the room. Children will not 
move between classrooms and each child will have their own resource pack to use which will 
include pencils, pens, rulers etc 

 In Nursery, Reception and Year 1, there will be some flexibility about how children are seated and 
are able to move around the room to access resources. 

 No large gatherings will take place in school which includes key stage assemblies and singing 
events. 

http://www.farringdonacademy.co.uk/


 Many of the sessions during the first two weeks will be pastoral lessons, helping children to adjust to 
returning to school, school rules and generally settling back in. Some assessment activities will also 
take place to help us in planning to move learning forward.  

 A variety of lessons will still take place, although we will be looking closely at literacy and numeracy 
initially. PE will still take place but will be outside where we can. A further letter explaining this will 
be sent at the end of the first week and a curriculum overview for the year will be sent once the 
children have moved into their new year groups. 

 
Playtimes and Lunchtimes 
 

 Each class will have their lunch in their classroom at a set time each day. Any children who bring 
packed lunch can still do so in a washable lunchbox that can be taken home to be cleaned at the 
end of each day. 

 Each class will continue to access the outdoor environment for playtime one group at a time, in a 
designated space with their own equipment. 

 Named water bottles should be brought into school and must be taken home each day to be 
cleaned and refilled.  

 
Before and after school clubs and school visits. 
 

 At the current time, we are not offering our Magic Breakfast Club or Wrap Around Care facilities. We 
have contacted our regular families who use this, to make them aware. We are working hard to get 
this up and running as soon as we can, but we hope you understand that in the first instance it is 
important that we ensure all children are back to school and we work towards our normal routine 
slowly, carefully and with amendments where necessary. We want to get this right and are taking 
things one step at a time. 

 Breakfast parcels will resume for those families who received them during the summer term. We will 
let you know once this begins again. 

 Extra-curricular activities will not resume as normal at present. Once in their new classes, teachers 
will be running some additional support sessions for small groups of children as part of our catch-up 
programme instead. More information about this will follow in the next two weeks. 

 
 
Hygiene, cleaning and uniform. 
 

 Children will be asked to wash or sanitise their hands regularly. Additional cleaning will also be 
taking place within school throughout the day.  

 Staff will need to wear PPE in order to administer first aid. We will show all of the children what this 
PPE will look like in advance so they know what to expect should they need first aid treatment. 

 Children are expected to wear full school uniform as this can be easily washed after school. 
 
 
Children and staff who show symptoms 
 

We hope that by continuing to keep the children in year group class groups this will minimise the risk of the 
virus spreading.  However, this can’t be guaranteed. The following steps will be put in place: 
 

 NO adult or child should come onto the school site if they, or someone within their household, is 
displaying symptoms of COVID-19 or has been diagnosed.  

 If a child becomes unwell at school, or displays symptoms, they will be removed from their group by 
an adult wearing PPE.  They will be asked to wait in a separate room until an adult collects them.  It 
is expected they will be collected immediately and a test is arranged by parents.  A positive test 
means they will not be able to return to school for at least 7 days. A negative test result means the 
child can return sooner. You must inform school immediately with regard to any test results.  

 Parents must inform school if their child or another member of their household are isolating at home.  

 Any other absences must be reported to the school office as normal. 
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Communication with staff and the office. 
 

We usually have an open-door policy where anyone can drop in to the office or ask to speak to a member 
of staff. Unfortunately, this is not able to happen in the same way given the current climate and queuing 
systems in place at drop off and collection times.   
 

 If you need to speak to your child’s class teacher, have a concern or need to speak to a member of 
staff, please either ring school or contact us by email.  

 If you can pay dinner money online that would be very helpful. If not, please ring our school office 
and they will make an appointment for you to come in and pay at an agreed time. 
 

I understand that this can be frustrating, however as you will appreciate, we are trying to limit the amount of 
people visiting school premises, keep drop off and collection points moving, and make sure everyone is 
safe.  
 
How parents can help us 

 
We hope that we can continue to work together to look after our school community during these continuing 
strange times.  We hope parents are understanding about the measures we have put in place and 
acknowledge these are not to cause inconvenience, but to help us continue to do the best for staff, children 
and parents.  Please do not hesitate to contact school via telephone or email if you have any queries or 
concerns.  
 
We are really looking forward to welcoming all our children back. We have had 20 children in school since 
March, and over 100 children in school since some year groups returned in June. The procedures 
described in this letter have worked very well throughout this difficult time and we expect them to continue 
to work well when all children return tomorrow. All parents have been very supportive of the new measures 
we have put into place, and we continue to need everyone’s help and co-operation in order to keep things 
running smoothly. We expect that we may have to make small changes as time goes on in order to keep 
things working smoothly and efficiently. We will send texts, letters and update our website with any further 
information. 
 
See you all tomorrow! 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 

C McDermott 

 
Mrs McDermott 
Head teacher 
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