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Curriculum Intent: Values and basic principles

‘Inspired Learners’
Children are at the centre of all that we do at Farringdon Academy. Through our curriculum,
we want our pupils to…
Develop
Independence

Develop Confidence

Demonstrate
Resilience

Appreciate Diversity
and Show Respect

Become Critical
Thinkers

What is learning at Farringdon Academy and why is this important for the
design of our curriculum?
Learning is a change in long-term memory. We agree that knowledge is not just
information. A key fact can be remembered as a piece of information, but the
depth and thinking around it is the ‘knowledge’. The more we remember, the
easier it is to understand things later on as our knowledge grows. Therefore, we
have designed our curriculum to be progressive and repetitive through key
concepts, to allow our pupils to build upon their prior knowledge and develop
their understanding further and deeper as they move through the units of a subject, and through
year groups.
You can’t think about things, unless you know about them….we want to expose our pupils to things
they might not otherwise have been exposed to. Our curriculum provides children with powerful
knowledge, which gives them:
•
•
•
•
•

Access to new opportunities
Intellectual power
More reliable explanations
New ways of thinking about the world
Language for engaging

High quality CULTURAL CAPITAL
(which can be looked upon as the currency
for social mobility; providing more
opportunities for academic success)

We aim to make learning as varied, meaningful and relevant as possible so that children engage with
it and feel successful through their learning. As children (and grown-ups!) are engaged by success
through a chemical response of increased dopamine, our theory is that helping them to feel
successful by providing opportunities to repeat their knowledge through a variety of key concepts,
they are more likely to remain engaged, ensuring learning is more effective.

Implementation
We deliver our curriculum discreetly in specific subjects and take our breadth of study from the
National Curriculum, which is mapped out in year groups. We do this in order to provide children
with the specific subject content and ‘powerful knowledge’ in the first instance so that they can
develop their depth of understanding within that subject. When this understanding is embedded,
pupils can then begin to make relevant links across other areas of the curriculum, as well as using
their transferrable skills.

Assessment
Day‐to‐day, on-going assessment is a crucial method of assessment which provides instant feedback
to the teacher and ensures progress within every lesson. AfL strategies are used in all lessons. These
strategies provide a clear picture of a child’s level of understanding and, ensure that teachers can
quickly assess when a child does not understand and needs greater support. Lessons should be
flexible enough to allow teachers to adapt to the needs of the child. AfL should also be used to
inform planning for subsequent lessons.
Progress is assessed regularly. At the end of each term, assessment data is gathered and progress is
checked by leaders. Children are expected to make good or better progress in all subjects and this
individual progress is tracked. In cases where children are identified as making less than expected
progress in English or Maths, rapid interventions are put in place to address gaps in learning.

Early Reading and Phonics
We want our children to be ‘Inspired Readers’

Intent

Implementation

Read Write Inc. Phonics is an inclusive literacy
programme for all children learning to read. In
At Farringdon Academy, we believe that reading is the
Farringdon, it is taught from Reception class through to
key that unlocks the whole curriculum so the ability to
Y2 initially and then in a ‘Fast Track’ format for any
efficiently decode is essential. Therefore, it is our aim
that all our children become confident and learn to read children who require it in KS2.
and write effectively and quickly using the Read Write
The key aims of Read Write Inc. are to teach children to:
Inc. Phonic Programme.

Early Reading and Phonics

We believe that Read Write Inc (RWI) provides the
strong foundations of learning to make the
development into fluent reading and writing easier.
Children learn to read fluently and at speed so they can
focus on developing their skills in comprehension,
vocabulary and spelling.

•

Through RWI phonics,
children learn a simple
alphabetic code followed by a
more complex code.

•

All reading books progress cumulatively, matched to the
sound’s children are learning and already know,
allowing children to build their confidence from the
start. In our school, the teaching of phonics is of high
priority.

•
•
•
•

•

Decode letter-sound correspondences quickly and
effortlessly, using their phonic knowledge and skills
Read common exception words on sight
Understand what they read
Read aloud with fluency and expression
Write confidently, with a strong focus on vocabulary
and grammar
Spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in
words
Acquire good handwriting.

In the Reception Year, we emphasise the alphabetic code.
The children rapidly learn sounds and the letter or groups
of letters they need to represent them. They use simple
mnemonics to help them grasp this more quickly. This is
especially useful for pupils at risk of making slower
progress. This learning is consolidated daily. As well as
this, children have frequent practice in reading high
frequency words with irregular spellings – common
exception words.
Once children are reading storybooks we make sure that
pupils read books that are closely matched to their
increasing knowledge of phonics and the common
exception words. This is so that, early on, they experience
success and gain confidence that they are readers. Rereading and discussing these books with the teachers
supports their increasingly fluent decoding.
For those children who are not making the expected level
of progress in phonics and reading they will have 1:1 or
small group interventions. With RWI one-to-one tutoring
for our slowest progress readers in YR to Y4, we ensure
that no child is left behind.

Important Links & DocumentsRead Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 1 and 2:
Oxford Owl
Ruth Miskin Training

Detailed Lesson Plans
Lesson Structure
Ideas to support consistent approach.

The handbook provides detailed
lesson plans followed by lesson
blueprints for each sound

When exploring storybooks with
children there are detailed
lesson plans for each book, each
providing planning and
resources for 3/5 days.

Reading
We want our children to be ‘Inspired Readers’

Intent

Implementation

By the time our children leave Farringdon
our aim is that they are competent readers
who can recommend books to their peers,
have a thirst for reading a range of genres
including poetry, and participate in
discussions about books, including
evaluating an author’s use of language and
the impact this can have on the reader.

In KS2, once children are fluent readers, they take part in daily whole class
reading lessons, where they are exposed to a range of different texts. They can
demonstrate their understanding and thinking of the carefully chosen texts using
skill-based planning.
Reading is taught daily in a 40-minute session. As well as enjoyment, these
sessions develop children skills in defining, retrieving sequencing, inferring and
predicting and continuing to build on fluency.
Children are streamed according to their ability and those children who are
working below age-related expectations receive phonics teaching intervention to
ensure the gap is closed quickly.

Reading is a key life skill and we strive to
embed a culture of reading into the core of
what we do, providing opportunities for
children to read both independently and
aloud as well as allowing them the chance
to discuss and recommend books they have
read to their peers.
Reading and quality literature is implicitly
interwoven into our curriculum through the
use of carefully chosen texts which expose
our children to a range of genres and
famous authors.
As part of our Reading for Pleasure strategy,
in every class across the school, children are
read to each day by their class teacher.
These books are carefully selected from
recommended reading spines and our own
selection of quality texts. They are known as
‘Favourite Reads’. The purpose of reading
quality texts to our children daily, in the
words of Pie Corbett, is to develop a core of
books that creates a living library inside a
child's mind. It is a store of classics and
essential reads that help children engage at
a deeper level and enter the world of the
story.

Why do we use whole class reading approach?
All children read more regularly
All children are challenged
All children are exposed to high quality texts and high-quality responses
Encourages paired reading
Low attaining children can make the most progress
High levels of engagement, no wasted time or filler activities
Develops reading for pleasure
Children see teachers and peers as readers
Children understand what being a good reader means

What documents do we use to plan reading sessions?
At Farringdon Academy, we follow the Sunderland Local Authority, Curriculum
Overview for Reading which is based on the key learning content in the DfE’s
statutory guidance English Programmes of Study: key stages 1 and 2. This
document guides teachers in the long-term and medium-term planning of
reading across the year.
The programmes of study for key stages 1 and 2 consists of two dimensions:
word reading and comprehension (both listening and reading).

Reading lessons are structured across the terms to incorporate progressive
learning objectives which ensures planning includes the required elements and
skills.
To support the planning and to ensure a broad range of texts are read by
children including, fiction, poetry and non-fiction, a reading spine has been
developed in order to support the planning and delivery.
In Year 2, when children can read fluently and have completed Read Write Inc
phonics, they will progress onto Read Write Inc: Comprehension. The aim of the
sessions is to support being able to answer comprehension questions and be
able read fluently when reading more complex texts.

Important Links & Documents-

Whole Class Reading Curriculum:
Includes: Whole school coverage
Timetabling
Ideas for teaching

The Reading curriculum is carefully
timetabled across a week to allow for
ample time to be spent covering the
key reading domains and objectives

To ensure a broad range of texts are read
by children including, fiction, poetry and
non-fiction, reading spine is used to
support the planning and delivery.

Writing
We want our children to be ‘Inspired Writers’

Intent

Implementation

Intent
Our aim at Farringdon Academy is to
encourage children to be independent
writers for a range of audiences and
purposes across different text types,
becoming confident and effective
communicators. They will amass a
varied vocabulary that they can use
across the curriculum and can apply
spelling rules and grammatical concepts
in their work. We also aim to ensure
that our pupils are proud of their writing
and have opportunity to see it on
display and shared with others in the
school and with their families.
Therefore, we aim to help our children
develop these skills in the following
ways:

Across KS1 and 2, the programme we follow is Read to Write whose guidance
documents are designed to deliver the statutory elements of the National
Curriculum Programme of Study for English. This programme supports teachers in
planning lessons through children’s high-quality literature (Vehicle Texts) and
centres on engaging, vocabulary-rich texts, with a wealth of writing opportunities.
The ‘Episodes of Learning’ or units of work, are clear and sequential and are a
planning aide. However, they are not individual lesson plans. Lessons must still be
informed by the teacher’s own knowledge of gaps within the class ensuring the
needs of the children are met.
Each ‘Episode of Learning’ will be used in conjunction with the Reading and Writing
Progression Document where all learning objectives will be taken from.
Some of the selected texts have a strong link to the Science, History and Geography
taught across the key stages but do not necessarily link to what children will be
learning at that particular time in the term.
Long Term Planning
The long term planning document outlines the key writing
outcomes for fiction and non-fiction writing in each year
group. As well as word, sentence, text and punctuation
levels. It has been designed with a clear line of
progression therefore it provides continuity.
Medium Term Planning
The Reading and Writing Progression Document will be used
to support with the planning and assessment of the Read
to Write units and without the learning objectives in
terms of how they are related to a specific genre. This will
include reading objectives as well as grammar,
punctuation and spelling and will ensure full coverage
within all areas of literacy.
Steps in Learning
The teaching cycle for a writing unit last
approximately 21 days. The sequence follows:
Immerse, Analyse, Plan, Write. This framework for
moving through the teaching sequence is a guide
and can be flexible.
Immerse phase:
Allows children to enjoy, explore and respond to key
words and phrases verbally and written. Identifies
the purpose of a text, audience and form. Then
example text can be used to demonstrate this.
Analyse Phase:
Familiarisation with text structures and analyse of
language then identify, justify and reason its
purpose. This will develop the childrens’ writer
knowledge of key skills and will be evidenced through sentence work.
Planning Phase:
Organises the knowledge the children have acquired and chunks ideas and skills
together to form paragraphs.
Writing Phase:
Children will now use their plans, the example text and their own and class notes to
write their paragraphs over a period of time. This will include the teaching of
missing gaps in the editing phase ready for redraft.

• introducing and deconstructing a wide
variety of model texts, covering a
variety of genres
• by exposing and highlighting higher
level vocabulary
• giving children opportunities to write
for an authentic purpose
• ensuring children have opportunities
to talk about and plan their writing
• a solid understanding of grammar and
ability to use it for effect
• giving children opportunity to
evaluate, revise and edit their own work
as well as offer feedback on the work of
their peers
• to be able to spell, not only the
prescribed spelling words but also
beyond, through the teaching of spelling
rules
• take pride in their work and its
presentation, including their
handwriting
We believe that these steps will provide
children with the building blocks needed
for the journey to becoming a successful
writer.

Ac
Read to Write:
Includes: Teaching Sequence
Session ideas
Grammar in context
Each half term, a picture book or
graphic novel is shared
alongside the writing unit as a
vehicle text. The learning within
sessions is then based around
the text.

Episodes of learning
are provided for all
units and can be used
as a basis for
planning.

The texts are progressive across the year
and across year groups and provide staff
with ideas based around the grammar in
context that could be taught at each point.

Maths
We want our children to be ‘Inspired Mathematicians’.

Intent
In Farringdon Academy, our ethos is
that all children gain a deep
understanding of mathematics and are
provided with the opportunity to use
and apply their knowledge in a variety
of ways.
Through our Maths curriculum, we
strive towards shaping assured,
enthusiastic and resilient
mathematicians who have a
commitment to and passion for the
subject. We aim to open children’s
minds to embrace the value of
learning from mistakes and relish the
challenge of Maths through facilitating
independent and reflective thinking.
Children are taught to think with
increased independence and
persevere when faced with challenges,
showing a confidence of success that
will promote a positive attitude
towards math and expose children to a
broad range of skills in using and
applying maths that are integral to all
aspects of life.
The emphasis in lessons is to provide
children with a range of mathematic
skills, a clear understanding of
mathematics and to build confident
and engaged learners.
Teachers plan lessons which provide
children with the opportunity to
develop mathematical fluency, logical
reasoning, problem solving skills and
the ability to think in abstract ways.

Implementation
Long Term Planning Overview of the Year

For each year group, Focus Maths takes each of
the constructs and creates a coherent teaching
sequence: Place Value; Addition and
Subtraction; Multiplication and Division;
Fractions; Measures; Geometry and Statistics.
Algebra and ratio and proportion are available
in Year 6.
Medium Term Planning Overview

Each construct is placed into one of six units across
each half term. Each unit outlines the learning
journey for each construct. This ensures full
National Curriculum coverage.
Before each unit starts teachers carry out a prelearning task with all, a few or an individual pupil
depending on the gaps in learning. This ensures teachers are aware of the
starting point for each pupil.
Weekly Planning

Teachers plan a range of activities, concrete and abstract, which will help
pupils meet the expectation. Over the week, children are given a range of
activities which firstly develop fluency moving through to additional
activities to ensure that mastery or deeper understanding is being
established.
Formative Assessment

All children have a Focus Maths assessment checklist, to cover the yearly
learning outcomes, in the front of their maths books where teachers use
formative assessment procedures during the learning process in order to
modify teaching and learning activities to improve attainment and
progress.
Five-a-Day

In order to practice and recap skills children have learnt, every morning in
classes from Year 1 to year 6, children are presented with five challenge
questions from a variety of areas of maths. The children work
independently on the challenges then the teacher will model how to sove
and answer the questions for children to self-assess.
Big Maths

To ensure children are building their fluency and recall of key mathematical
facts, we follow Big Maths across school from Years 1-6.
Children receive 20 minutes teaching from one area of CLIC each day
before their daily Maths lessons. These categories are mapped out
progressively within each domain across Year 1 to Year 6, so that pupils are
repetitively learning each category in different contexts, allowing them to
build upon their prior knowledge and develop their understanding further
and deeper as they progress through the domains through school.
TTrockstars

Times Tables Rock Stars is a carefully sequenced programme of times
tables practice which children can access in school or at home. Children are
encouraged to focus on improving times table which are tracked by
teachers in the classroom. This additional timetable resources is linked to
the up and coming national times table check .

Important Links & Documents -

Maths Curriculum includes: Whole school coverage, long term
planning resources, monitoring and assessment tools.

Supplementary Resources:
Below are resources which all work in
conjunction with the Focus Maths
Programme and are used alongside
the learning steps.

History
We want our children to be ‘Inspired Historians’.

Intent

Implementation

Through our History Curriculum, we strive to inspire a
curiosity within our children. We aim to develop an
understanding of British history and that of the wider
world. We work to develop an understanding of
chronology as well as a knowledge and understanding
of how the local area has changed over time. We deliver
a curriculum that is relevant to our children and that
allows them to understand how key events in the past
affect our daily lives in the present. The children are
given the opportunity to examine, interpret and
evaluate a variety of sources in order to make
deductions about the past. They are taught to think and
behave as historians and archaeologists. The children
are also encouraged to pose their own historical
questions. We investigate how and why the world has
changed as well as what we can learn from the past to
make the future a better place. British Values are
woven into the History curriculum promoting values
such as Mutual Respect, Tolerance and Individual
Liberty. Themed days such as Remembrance also
promote such values. Themed days, visitors and school
visits are used within the History curriculum to develop
a deeper understanding of the time periods studied and
to provide enrichment through experiences to inspire
the children so that they have a lifelong love of History.

Our History curriculum journey begins in the Early Years,
where children learn through Understanding the World
and about Historical figures from the past. In Key Stage
One, children learn all about chosen significant people
and significant events in History. Key Stage Two breadth
of study focuses on time periods and eras within History
and their impact on today.
Year 1 to 6: Children are taught Key Historical
concepts/skills, which are:
1. Understanding chronology;
2. Build an overview of world history;
3. Investigate and interpret the past
These concepts and skills are taught through knowledge
categories within each unit of History, which are:

The categories are mapped out progressively within each
year group history unit across from Year 1 to 6, so that
pupils are repetitively learning each category in different
contexts, allowing them to build upon their prior
knowledge and develop their understanding further and
deeper as they progress through the units through
school. We also aim to make relevant links to pupil’s lives
wherever possible.
See below Learning Journey map that demonstrates the
carefully planned curriculum coverage from EYFS to Year
6, and where each concept and knowledge category is
taught.

Important Links & DocumentsHistory Curriculum
Includes: Intent, Breadth of Study,
Whole School Unit Coverage and
key historical concept coverage.

Each history unit has a
medium-term planning
guide, which sets out
the key objectives to
be covered and the
knowledge categories
included within them,
alongside the key lines
of enquiry to support
learning.*

There are knowledge organisers to
go with each unit, to support the
pitch and the subject knowledge
for that topic, ensuring appropriate
knowledge is taught to pupils in all
year groups.*

*The content of the key lines of enquiry and the knowledge organisers have been supported by
the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum.

Geography
We want our children to be ‘Inspired Geographers’.

Intent
At our school it is our intention that Geography will inspire pupils
with a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that
will remain with them throughout their lives. We aim to offer
opportunities for children to explore the world in order to develop
an understanding of the human and physical world in which they
live in and their place within it. We aim to promote the children’s
interest and understanding about diverse places, people, resources
and natural and human environments, together with a deep
understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. It
is our intention that Geography will promote children’s spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development helping them to have a
greater understanding of their place in the world, and their rights
and responsibilities to other people and the environment. We
encourage the children to ask questions about the world and
provide opportunities for them to develop geographical skills and
knowledge to be able to answer them.

Implementation
Our Geography curriculum journey begins in the Early
Years, where children learn through Understanding the
World as well as a range of experiences such as Forest
Schools and Coastal school, where children visit the
coastline and local forest areas to learn about the world
around them.
In Key Stage One and Two, children cover Key
Geographical concepts/skills –
1. Investigate places;
2. Investigate patterns;
3. Communicate geographically
These concepts and skills are taught through knowledge
categories within each unit of Geography, which are:

Through our Geography curriculum we aim to develop skills and
knowledge that the children can use throughout their life including:

•

Developing an age-appropriate, accurate knowledge of the
location of a wide range of globally significant places and develop
their skills in describing the physical and human characteristics of
these places.

•

Using their locational knowledge to provide a geographical context
in which to study and understand important geographical
processes.

•

Developing an understanding that these key processes play a vital
role in the development of key physical and human geographical
features of the world. They should be able to discuss the
interdependence of physical and human geography and how they
bring about variation and change to the geographical landscape of
an area.

•

Developing their ability to use key geographical vocabulary which
is appropriate and accurate and which evolves from EYFS to Key
stage 1 and through to key stage 2.

•

They should develop the skills to use and interpret a wide range of
sources of geographical information including maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems
(GIS).

•

Developing the skills to collect, analyse and present a range of
data, gathered through experiences of fieldwork, to deepen their
understanding of key geographical processes.

•

Developing the skills to be able to communicate geographical
information in a variety of ways, including through maps,
numerical and quantitative skills at writing.
It is our intention that the Geography curriculum will be both
stimulating and motivating in order to capture the pupil’s curiosity
and fuel their motivation to learn. The pupils should be provided
with exciting learning opportunities so as they enjoy acquiring and
developing their skills and knowledge and perceive the world as an
interesting place. With a solid foundation upon which they can
continue to build their knowledge, we hope that the children will
continue to have a curiosity of the world throughout their life.

The categories are mapped out progressively within each
year group Geography unit across from Year 1 to 6, so
that pupils are repetitively learning each category in
different contexts, allowing them to build upon their
prior knowledge and develop their understanding further
and deeper as they progress through the units through
school. We also aim to make relevant links to pupil’s lives
wherever possible.
See below Learning Journey map that demonstrates the
carefully planned curriculum coverage from EYFS to Year
6, and where each concept and knowledge category is
taught.

Important Links & DocumentsGeography Curriculum
Includes: Intent, Breadth of Study,
Whole School Unit Coverage and
key historical concept coverage.

Each geography unit
has a medium-term
planning guide, which
sets out the key
objectives to be
covered and the
knowledge categories
included within them,
alongside the key lines
of enquiry to support
learning.*

There are knowledge organisers to
go with each unit, to support the
pitch and the subject knowledge
for that topic, ensuring appropriate
knowledge is taught to pupils in all
year groups.*
*The content of the key lines of enquiry and the knowledge organisers have been supported by
the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum.

Art & Design
We want our children to be ‘Inspired Artists’.

Intent
The National Curriculum for Art and Design aims to engage, inspire, and challenge
pupils. It aims to equip children with the knowledge and skills needed to
experiment with and create their own works of art and design. During their time
at our school, each child will have the opportunity to design, practise and develop
their skills and artworks. This will evidence a progression of techniques
throughout the school years.
Art and Design is an importance part of our curriculum and it is our aim to engage
and inspire all children through creative planning opportunities. We believe that
Art and Design encourages children to develop their creativity, nurture their
imagination and provides children with a variety of ways to express their thoughts,
feelings and emotions.

Implementation
Our Art & Design curriculum journey begins in the Early Years, where children learn
through Expressive Arts and Design and different Artists
In Key Stage One and Two, children cover Key Art concepts/skills –
1. Develop ideas;
2. Master practical skills;
3. Take inspiration
These concepts and skills are taught through knowledge categories within each unit of Art,
which are:
Emotions

We aim to give all children the confidence to express themselves through a range
of chosen mediums. Our children are given the opportunities to experiment with a
range of different materials, to use drawing, painting and sculpting techniques to
bring their ideas to life, and to practise art and design techniques when using
colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. As the children progress they
will be encouraged to progress their skills through experimentation and
developing their control and finesse.
We want our children to know how Art & Design has contributed to our culture
and understanding of our history and the world. Our children will focus on a
variety of key artists and artisans and they will begin to understand the
development of their particular art forms. The children will have opportunities to
take inspiration from these key artists in each unit and create their own artworks
in their particular styles.

Process
Visual Language
Effects
Techniques
Colour Theory
Media & Materials
Artists and Artisans
Styles & Periods

The categories are mapped out progressively within each year group Art unit across from
Year 1 to 6, so that pupils are repetitively learning each category in different contexts,
allowing them to build upon their prior knowledge and develop their understanding
further and deeper as they progress through the units through school. We also aim to
make relevant links to pupil’s lives wherever possible and within every unit, children will
study an artist linked to that particular art style/period.
See below Learning Journey map that demonstrates the carefully planned curriculum
coverage from EYFS to Year 6, and where each concept and knowledge category is taught.

*The content of the key lines of enquiry and the knowledge organisers have been supported by
the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum.

Important Links & DocumentsArt & Design Curriculum
Includes: Intent, Breadth of Study,
Whole School Unit Coverage and
key historical concept coverage.

Each art unit has a mediumterm planning guide, which
sets out the practical skills to
be taught and the knowledge
categories included within
them, alongside the key lines
of enquiry to support
learning.*

There are knowledge
organisers to go with each
unit, to support the pitch
and the subject knowledge
for that topic, ensuring
appropriate knowledge is
taught to pupils in all year
groups.*

Every Art unit includes the
study of an Artist, which also
has a medium term planning
guide and a knowledge
organiser to support

Science
We want our children to be ‘Inspired Scientists’.

Intent
At Farringdon Academy, we hope our children will develop their scientific
knowledge through carefully planned exciting Science opportunities. Our Science
sessions have cross-curricular links to embed previous learning and deepen
understanding. We aim to support children to develop an understanding of the
process and methods of Science by providing a range of Scientific enquiries,
investigations and questions to help them explore the world around them. We
hope to develop and nurture our children’s curiosity by not only following the
National Curriculum, but following also following their questions and interests to
hopefully develop a love, passion and appreciation for Science.
For Key Stage One, the focus is to enable pupils to experience and observe the
world around them. Following on from Understanding the World during their
time in Early Years Foundation Stage children need time to deepen prior learning
and engage in first hand experiences and begin to use simple scientific language.
During their time in Lower Key Stage Two, the emphasis is all around children
having opportunities to broaden their Scientific view of the world around them.
Children are still encouraged to talk, test and make links. During their time in
Lower Key Stage Two children are encourages to speak about their findings and
later write about what they have found. Finally, in Upper Key Stage Two, children
principal focus is to allow children time to deepen and develop their understating
of a range of Scientific ideas. Here we encourage our children to select the most
appropriate way to answer and record their Scientific findings.
Our intention throughout school is to develop their understanding of scientific
ideas by using different types of scientific enquiry to answer their own questions,
including observing changes over a period of time, noticing patterns, grouping and
classifying things, carrying out simple comparative tests, and finding things out
using secondary sources of information. During their time at New Penshaw
Academy, we aim to equip children with the knowledge required to use and
implement Science today, tomorrow and for their futures.

Implementation
Scientific teaching and learning begins within the early Years, through Understanding the
World.
We teach the National Curriculum for Science from year 1 to 6, supported by clear skills
and knowledge progression. This ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by
year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children. Science is taught
as discrete units and lessons, to ensure good progression and full coverage in each class.
Science lessons give children rich learning experiences, helping them to prepare for a life in
an ever-developing scientific and technological world, whilst nurturing their natural
curiosity and developing their scientific approach to develop their concept of the world.
Our Science skills and knowledge progression provide all the children with opportunities to
develop their open-mindedness, self-assessment National Curriculum requirements/cross
curricular links Specific strengths and needs of our learning community. Our local
environment and community National/international influences and perseverance, as well
as developing their skills to work scientifically: investigative skills, by supplying them with
the opportunities to observe, measure, predict, hypothesise, experiment, communicate,
interpret, explain and evaluate increasingly independently.

Design & Technology
We want our children to be ‘Inspired Designers and Engineers’.

Intent
The National Curriculum for Design and Technology states that the subject is
“inspiring, rigorous and practical”. Design and Technology aims to allow children
to use their imagination and creativity to design and make a range of products
within a variety of contexts. Children will build and apply the knowledge and skills
needed to design high quality products. They are given the opportunity to
understand nutrition and learn how to cook in every year group, as we believe it
is vital that our children learn healthy food habits early and grow to develop
positive relationships with food and nutrition.
Design and Technology requires children to draw on skills within Mathematics,
Art, Science and Computing. Children will deepen their understanding and
independence within all of these subject areas during their Design and Technology
lessons.
Children are given regular opportunities to develop their understanding of the
technological world. We will evaluate past and present design and technology and
the ways that these have influenced modern society. This will allow our children to
have a more critical approach to their own designs and creations.
Throughout their time at our school children will be encouraged to take risks when
designing and making their products. Lessons will be hands on and engaging, with
the children having access to lots of resources and materials. They will be
encouraged to think critically in order to evaluate their past prototypes and when
testing their current designs. This will allow the children to build upon their artistic
skills and become more resourceful.
We want the children at our school to develop their imagination, their critical
thinking and their understanding of the world around them through their love of
Design and Technology. We aim for our children to question and think innovatively
about the world around them in order to design and develop their own products
with a purpose in mind.

Implementation
Our Design & Technology curriculum journey begins in the Early Years, where children
learn through Expressive Arts and Design and exploring within maths and understanding
the world.
In Key stage 1 & 2, the breadth of study that our pupils will cover from Year One through
to Year Six are statutory requirements taken from the National Curriculum and the content
has been supported by Kapow Primary – Videos, additional planning and resources to
support units can be found on www.kapowprimary.com, accessed only using allocated
username and passwords.
The whole school coverage is made up of a spread of:
Cooking & Nutrition
Mechanisms
Structures
Textiles
Electrical Systems
Each unit has been carefully and progressively planned to build upon pupil’s knowledge of
Design & Technology. The process followed within each of these units is:
Design, Make, Evaluate & Technical Knowledge, with cooking and nutrition as the focus of
one unit per year.

Important Links & DocumentsDesign & Technology Curriculum
Includes: Intent, Breadth of Study,

Each unit has an overview that
outlines the key objectives and
where to find the appropriate
resources on Kapow Primary
website.

Whole School Unit Coverage and
key historical concept coverage.

Every unit has a knowledge
organiser that supports teachers
with the appropriate subject
content and pitch.

Religious Education
Intent
At Farringdon Academy we aim to engage
pupils in systematic enquiry into significant
human questions, which religion and
worldviews address, so that they can
develop the understanding and skills
needed to appreciate and appraise varied
responses to these questions, as well as
develop responses of their own. Through
Religious Education we aim to ensure that
children know about and develop an
understanding of a range of religions so that
they can describe, explain and analyse
beliefs and practises, recognising the
diversity which exists within and between
communities and amongst individuals.
Through this subject we also enable
children to express ideas and gain insights
about the nature, significance and impact of
religions and worldviews to enable them to
express with increasing discernment their
personal reflections and critical responses
to questions and teachings about identity,
diversity, meaning and value including
ethical issues. In addition, teaching this
subject at New Penshaw will allow children
to gain and deploy the skills needed to
engage seriously with religions and
worldviews, so that they can articulate
beliefs, find out about and investigate key
concepts and questions of belonging,
meaning, purpose and truth by responding
creatively.

Implementation
We follow the agreed Sunderland syllabus for RE. We do this through use of the supportive planning scheme – Discovery RE.

Physical Education

Intent

Implementation

It is our intent for the Physical Education curriculum to inspire all pupils to enjoy,
succeed and excel in competitive sport and other physically-demanding activities.
We will provide opportunities for pupils to become physically confident in a way,
which supports their health and fitness. We will provide our children with
opportunities to compete in sport and other activities to build character and help
to embed core values such as fairness and respect. We will strive to ensure that
every child exceeds their potential and the impact of our PE curriculum will allow
our children to live a healthy and active lifestyle.

Within Early Year, PE is delivered through outdoor and indoor physical activities. The
opportunity to move, handle different equipment and improve balance and coordination is
planned into the learning environment through continuous provision. Early Year also have a
planned weekly PE session which allows the children to learn and practise specific physical
skills.
From Year One through to Year Six, all statutory requirements are taken from the National
Curriculum. Each unit is carefully and progressively planned to build upon pupil’s skills and
knowledge. Physical Education is taught weekly and includes swimming sessions within Year
Six. The initial PE sessions focus on teaching core fundamental skills, developing confidence
and allowing pupils to evaluate their own and others’ performance. These are used as the
building blocks for application in the later PE sessions within Invasion games, dance,
gymnastics or athletics. The opportunity to compete and practice skills learnt within PE
lessons is provided through links to the local secondary school and via external agencies
such as the Newcastle Eagles Hoops 4 Health tournaments and the Foundation of Light.

This begins with providing ample opportunities for children within the Early Years
access and develop physical skills. There is a constant free flow of indoor-outdoor
provision, giving children the opportunity to develop through moving and
handling, as well as a focus on health and self-care.
In Key Stage 1, the children will develop fundamental skills, become increasingly
competent and confident and access a broad range of opportunities to extend
their agility, balance and coordination, individually and with others. The children
will engage in competitive and co-operative physical activities, in a range of
challenging situations. Over the year, the children will take part in a variety of
games, gymnastics and dance activities.
In Key Stage 2, the children will continue to apply and develop a broader range of
skills, learning how to use them in different ways and link them to make actions
and sequences in movement. We will provide the children with plenty of
opportunities to allow them to enjoy communicating, collaborating and
competing. Throughout the year, the children will have the opportunity to take
part in a variety of games, gymnastics and dance. Year 5 children will be taught to
swim competently, confidently and proficiently.

Music
We want our children to be ‘Musicians’.

Intent

Implementation

At Farringdon Academy, we are committed to ensuring the effective delivery of a
music curriculum that is accessible to all our children. Music is a practical, creative
subject, which should enhance the lives and learning of all children. Music is a
unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It gives an
opportunity for personal expression and it can play an important part in the
personal development of an individual. Music reflects our culture and society and
so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the
world they live in. Our children will focus on a variety of key musicians linked to
their topics and they will begin to understand the development of their particular
music and how that may have impacted our lives. Our aim is to promote
enthusiasm for and the enjoyment of, music in all its forms and also to develop
musical skills and knowledge. By engaging children in musical experiences we can
offer our children opportunities to develop skills, attitudes and attributes that can
support learning in other areas as well as developing life skills such as listening
skills, the ability to concentrate, creativity, self-confidence and a sensitivity
towards others.

In Key stage 1 & 2, the breadth of study that our pupils will cover from Year One through
to Year Six are statutory requirements taken from the National Curriculum and the content
has been supported by ‘The Charanga Music School.’
Knowledge and skills are taught progressively to deepen learning in; listening and
appraising, musical activities, creating an d exploring and performing.++

Modern Foreign Languages: French

Intent
At Farringdon Academy, the core language taught in Key Stage Two is French. It is
the intention that all children in KS2 will access first quality teaching of French in
order to adequately prepare and lay the foundations for secondary education. We
wish to instil and foster pupil’s curiosity and deepen their understanding of the
world beyond the United Kingdom opening up their knowledge experiences to
other cultures.
Our aims in teaching French for our children are that learners will:
• Develop resilience in language learning as well as enjoyment of it through
a challenging scheme of work
• Acquire language learning strategies for memorisation and retrieval as
well as for listening, reading and understanding
• Speak confidently, engage in conversations and build on a knowledge of
vocabulary and basic language structures
• Develop the skill of how to use a bi-lingual dictionary to decode
unfamiliar language
• Recognise some of the language patterns of French and how these differ
or are similar to English
• Appreciate and be able to copy the sound of the language at text level
through songs, stories and rhymes
• Have a deeper understanding of cultural differences and similarities
• Demonstrate good progress in learning French and meet the targets set
within the Key Stage 2 Languages Programme of Study set by the National
Curriculum

Implementation
In KS2 the breadth of study requirements is taken from the national curriculum and
supported through the Sunderland Scheme Lightbulb Languages.

PHSE & RSHE
(Personal, Health and Social Education & Relationships, Sex & Health
Education)
Intent
We believe that a strong PSHE education is important to help our children gain the knowledge, skills and
attitudes they need to develop into well-rounded members of society, who can make a positive contribution to
their community.
Personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education is an embedded part of our broad and balanced
curriculum and takes into account children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development and
British Values are promoted throughout our PSHE scheme of work. We believe that children must be provided
with a PSHE education that prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life.
Under the new guidance issued by the DfE, as of September 2020, Relationships Education at primary school
will be compulsory. We believe that, to be effective, this should be taught within a broader PSHE programmes
of study. Relationships education focusses on giving children the knowledge they need to make informed
decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships, and to build their self-efficacy. Health education
focusses on equipping children with the knowledge they need to make good decisions about their own health
and wellbeing.
The intent of our PSHE curriculum, is to deliver lessons which are accessible to all, and help our children get the
most out of the outcomes so that they know more, remember more and understand more. It is strongly tied to
our relationships, relationships and sex (RSE), health education and wellbeing programme and promotes the
essential foundations needed to enable children to achieve their best, academically and socially and tackle
many of the moral, social and cultural issues that are part of growing up in an ever changing world.
The children will be given the vocabulary and support they need to enable them to articulate their feelings. The
intention is to promote mental wellbeing and empathy across the whole school and into the community. The
children in our school come from a range of family backgrounds and life experiences. We believe it is important
to consider children’s starting points, differing levels of knowledge and understanding and build upon these
through PSHE. We want our children to learn about rights and responsibilities and appreciate what it means to
be a member of a diverse society, in terms of race, religion and relationships. We want our children to develop
their sense of self-worth by playing a positive role in contributing to school life and the wider community by
learning tolerance, treating each other equally, fairly, with kindness and with mutual respect, preparing them
for their future lives. PSHE also encompasses health and wellbeing. We will give the children the knowledge to
be able to make informed choices with regards to keeping healthy e.g. food and exercise. Our intent is also for
our children to stay safe, learn to manage risks and make decisions. In an ever-increasing technological world,
we also want our children to use online resources safely and know how to get help when they feel unsafe

Implementation
Our integrated PHSE and RSHE curriculum is taught from Reception through to
Year Six. All statutory requirements taken from the National Curriculum are
included, and some of the content has been supported by Growing up with
Yasmine and Tom, Kidsafe and Operation Encompass.

Computing
Intent
At Farringdon Academy we aim to prepare our children for
a rapidly changing technological world. Technology is
everywhere and will play a pivotal part in student’s lives.
Therefore, we want to model and educate pupils on how to
use technology positively, responsibly and safely through
our computing lessons which meet the National Curriculum
guidelines and through our wider curriculum. In this standalone subject, we aim for our students to become creators
as well as consumers in the technological world, forming
close bonds with science, mathematics and design and
technology within our curriculum. Through the use of
Purple Mash, our curriculum encompasses computer
science, information technology and digital literacy. Our
knowledge rich curriculum is balanced with the opportunity
for pupils to apply their knowledge creatively and develop
their skills. Our choice of Purple Mash was guided by the
needs of our pupils for a comprehensive, inclusive and
accessible programme that allows children to learn. We
greatly value the use of technology in a safe and respectful
manner.

Implementation
We implement our vision for computing through two curriculum components, Purple Mash. The
Purple Mash Computing Scheme of Work is a comprehensive resource aligned to the National
Curriculum and EYFS Framework. The learning for each year group is broken into units covering
three main components:
•
•
•

Digital Literacy,
Computer Science and
IT in the world.

Within the units are opportunities for all abilities with varying levels of support from extending
learning through open ended application of skills or supporting children through structured
activities. It exposes pupils to a wide variety of skills, experiences and poignant real-life scenarios
allowing skills to be learnt during structured tutorials, then mastered and applied in open ended
scenarios.

